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 Monday, October 26, 2026 

Ballroom, Sofia Balkan Palace 

 
 

 

Arrival of Guests - Registration  

 

​ Welcome Remarks 

 

✔ Symeon G. Tsomokos, Delphi Economic Forum, Greece 

 

​ Opening Session 

 

✔ H.E. Rumen Radev, Prime Minister of the Republic of Bulgaria 

 

​ European Unity at a Crossroads: Nationalism vs. a Common Strategy​
​ With major European elections on the horizon in 2027, the debate over national interests versus collective EU foreign and security 

policy is intensifying. This panel will address whether the EU should re-evaluate its approach to member states to counter rising 

nationalism and strengthen European cohesion. 

 

✔ Rossen Plevneliev, President of the Republic of Bulgaria (2012-2017) 

✔ Sergei Stanishev, Prime Minister of Bulgaria (2005-2009); Member of the European Parliament 

✔  Vessela Tcherneva, Deputy Director, ECFR 

✔ Andrea Ikic-Böhm, Ambassador of Austria to the Republic of Bulgaria 

   Grégoire Roos, Director, Europe, Russia & Eurasia, Chatham House, UK (invited) 

 

   Chair: Nik Gowing, Co-Director, Thinking the Unthinkable, UK (invited) 

 

​ A New Chapter in Transatlantic Relations: U.S. Engagement in the Black Sea​
​ Following the recent agreement for the stationing of U.S. tanker aircraft despite external warnings, this panel will explore the  

evolving strategic partnership between Bulgaria and the United States. Experts will discuss the implications for regional security, 

NATO's eastern flank, and how this collaboration positions Bulgaria within the broader geopolitical landscape. 

 

Hristo Alexiev, Secretary on Economy of the President of the Republic of Bulgaria 

✔ Ivan Mihaylov, CEO, American Chamber of Commerce in Bulgaria 

    George Scutaru, CEO, New Strategy Center 

✔ Solomon Passy, Founding President, Atlantic Club of Bulgaria 

 

Chair:  

 

Fireside Chat 

✔ Galab Donev, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Finance, Republic of Bulgaria 

 

 

 

 

✔ confirmed speaker ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Working languages: Bulgarian & English  

(with simultaneous translation) 

​ ​ ​  
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The First Year of the Euro in Bulgaria: Early Impacts and Future Prospects 

 Having officially adopted the single currency, Bulgaria is navigating its first year fully integrated into the Eurozone core. This  

panel will analyze the initial economic impacts of this milestone, the opportunities it presents for trade, how it can attract 

high-value Foreign Direct Investment (FDI), and the steps needed to boost the country's overall economic competitiveness in the 

single market.  

 

✔ Metodi Metodiev, Deputy Minister of Finance (2023-2025), Republic of Bulgaria 

    Sandra Švaljek, Deputy Governor, National Bank of Croatia (invited) 

✔ Carlos Mulas Granados, Senior Representative for Central and SE Europe, International Monetary Fund 

 

✔ Chair: Petar Ganev, Senior Research Fellow, Institute for Market Economics (IME) 

 

​  

Fireside Chat:  

 

    Alexander Poulev, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Economy, Investments and Industry, Republic of Bulgaria (invited) 

 

Chair:  

 

              The Demographic Dilemma: Addressing Population Decline in Bulgaria and Europe​
​ Bulgaria and many other European nations are facing a severe demographic crisis characterized by aging populations and  

declining birth rates. This session will explore the socio-economic impacts of this trend and discuss potential strategies and policy  

interventions to mitigate its long-term consequences on the workforce, social security systems, and economic growth. 

​  

✔ Themis Christophidou, Director-General of the European Commission's Regional and Urban Policy, European Commission 

    Nadim Ahmad, Deputy Director, OECD Centre for Entrepreneurship, SMEs, Regions and Cities (CFE) (invited) 

✔ Jason Brett Pellmar, Country Manager for Bulgaria, World Bank Group 

 

Chair:  

 

​ ​ ​ ​  

 

 

 

✔ confirmed speaker ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Working languages: Bulgarian & English  

(with simultaneous translation) 

​ ​ ​  
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  Energy Resilience: Nuclear Power Stability and the Vertical Gas Corridor 

While extreme heatwaves and historic low water levels in the Danube threaten regional power generation in neighboring countries, 

Bulgaria's nuclear plant stands as a pillar of operational resilience. This panel will address the ongoing need to maintain regional 

grid stability, balance the green transition, and highlight the strategic importance of the Vertical Gas Corridor in ensuring energy 

security and supply diversification across Southeast Europe.  

✔ Iva Petrova, Minister of Energy, Republic of Bulgaria 

Sanja Bonikovska, Minister of Energy, Mining and Mineral Resources, Republic of North Macedonia  

Dorin Junghietu, Minister of Energy, Republic of Moldova 

Nikos Tsafos, Deputy Minister, Ministry of Environment & Energy, Hellenic Republic (invited) 

 

✔ Kiril Ravnachki, CEO, Bulgartransgaz 

✔ Bogomil Manchev, Chairman of the BoD, Bulgarian Atomic Forum 

✔ George Efstratiadis, Managing Director, IDATOR, Greece 

    Maya Hristova, Executive Director, ICGB 

✔ Sabrina Schulz, Germany Director, European Initiative for Energy Security 

 

Chair:  

 

 The AI Transformation: Driving Productivity and Economic Competitiveness 

Artificial Intelligence is rapidly transforming industries, redefining operational efficiency, and reshaping the global economic  

landscape. This panel will explore how businesses and economies in Southeast Europe can leverage AI technologies to drive  

innovation, optimize productivity, and unlock new growth potential. Discussions will focus on the integration of AI in traditional  

sectors, the critical need for workforce upskilling, and how embracing this technological shift is essential for maintaining a  

competitive edge in global markets.  

 

Ivan Vasilev, Minister of Innovation and Digital Transformation, Republic of Bulgaria 

Ekaterina Zaharieva, Commissioner for Startups, Research & Innovation, European Commission 

✔ Tsvetan Simeonov, President, Bulgarian Chamber of Commerce and Industry 

 

✔ Chair: Pavlos Efthymiou, General Manager, Hellenic Association of Entrepreneurs (EENE), Greece 

 

​ Hardwiring the Region: Strategic Infrastructure and Connectivity in Southeast Europe 

Developing robust and modern infrastructure is critical for the economic integration and long-term competitiveness of Southeast   

Europe. This panel will explore the expansion and modernization of regional transport networks, including key rail, road, and  

logistics connections. Stakeholders and experts will discuss the challenges of funding large-scale projects, accelerating  

cross-border cooperation, and building resilient infrastructure that can support sustainable economic development and stronger  

regional cohesion. 

 

​ Georgi Peev, Minister of Transport and Communications, Republic of Bulgaria 

     Ioannis Tsakiris, Vice President, European Investment Bank 

✔  Lilyana Pavlova, Vice President of the European Investment Bank (2019–2023) 

 

Chair:  

 

 

 

✔ confirmed speaker ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Working languages: Bulgarian & English  

(with simultaneous translation) 

​ ​ ​  
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 Circular Economy as the New Economic Driver​
​ Transitioning to a circular economy is essential for building sustainable and resilient societies. This panel will explore the broader  

shift from traditional economic models towards resource efficiency, waste reduction, and sustainable production. Discussions will 

focus on how businesses and governments can collaborate to integrate sustainable practices, foster green innovation, and unlock 

new economic opportunities while minimizing environmental impact.  

 

Rositsa Karamfilova, Minister of Environment & Water, Republic of Bulgaria 

✔ Svetlin Pislenski, Senior Banker & Associate Director, Sofia Resident Office, EBRD 

✔ Gabriella Kirova, Founder, Institute for Strategic Thinking, Bulgaria 

 

✔ Chair: George Kremlis, Ambassador of the European Public Law Organisation to Bulgaria 

 

 

 

End of Forum 

 

 

 

✔ confirmed speaker ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Working languages: Bulgarian & English  

(with simultaneous translation) 
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